Ceruminous gland carcinoma of the external auditory canal presenting as chronic otitis media.
Ceruminous neoplasms of the external ear canal are rare. Classification, clinical behavior, and management of these tumours are controversial. We report a case of carcinoma originating from the ceruminous glands of the external ear canal (EAC), operated based on a diagnosis of chronic otitis media with polyp. A 48-year-old man presented with left ear discharge and hearing loss. Clinical examination showed a well-circumscribed polypoid mass limited to the EAC. There was no history of bloody ear discharge or radiological findings of bony erosion suggestive of malignancy. Our preliminary diagnosis was chronic otitis media with polyp formation. Tympanoplasty was performed. Histopathology revealed a ceruminous carcinoma, and an additional operation involving lateral temporal bone dissection was performed, followed by 60 Gy radiation therapy. Ceruminous carcinomas should be considered in the differentialdiagnosis of middle and external ear pathologies in cases of soft tissue mass in the EAC.